
Part II



odi

i .'.'p 'c. jl}\£ ^J\ju 4&I Aii-j 0]

Chapter Four

On the Precedence of Allah’s

Mercy over His Wrath
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i/i. According to Abu Hurayra gt, the Prophet^ said,

“When Allah created the Creation, He wrote in His Book—and

inscribes for Himself—that is near the Throne: ‘My mercy exceeds

My wrath.’”

Agreed upon by al-Bukharl and Muslim.
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z/z. According to Abu Hurayra the Prophet 0 said,

“When Allah completed His creation, He wrote above His Throne:

‘Indeed My mercy precedes My wrath.”’

1
Set forth by •al-Bukhari in al-Sahth, Bk.: al-Tawhtd, [Divine Unity], Ch.:

“The words of Allah: aand Allah warns you against Himself?” 6:1694 §6969;

•Muslim in al-Sahth: Bk.: al-Tawba,
[The Repentance], Ch.. The Vastness of

Allah’s Mercy and That His Mercy Precedes His Wrath,” 4:1107 §1751; *al-

Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Da‘awat, [The Invocations], Ch.: “Allah Created

One Hundred Mercies,” 5:549 §3543; *Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Zuhd

[The Renunciation], Ch.: “What Is Hoped of Allah s Mercy on the Day of

Resurrection,” 1:1435 §42-95 ?
*al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubrd, 4:417 §775

1
Set forth by -al-Bukhari in al-Sahth: Bk.: al-Tawhid, [Divine Unity], Ch.:

“iAnd His Throne Was on Water, and He is the Lord ofthe Mighty Throne}”

6:1700 §6986; *al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 4:418 §7757? •al-Tabaranl in

Musnad al-Shamiyytn, 4:175 §3Z7°-
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Reported by al-Bukhan and al-Nasa I.
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3/3. According to Abu Hurayra Allah’s Messenger £ said,

“When Allah created the Creation, He wrote with His own blessed

Hand, making it incumbent upon Himself: ‘Surely My mercy overtakes

My wrath.”’

Reported by al-Tirmidhl, al-Nasa’I and Ibn Abl Shayba.

According to al-Tirmidhl, “This is a fine authentic tradition.”
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3 Set forth by ‘Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, z:433 §9595;
•al Tir“1<

^
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in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Da wat ‘an Rasul Allah & [The Invocations from Allah s

Messenger M, Ch.: “Allah Created One Hundred Mercies ” 5-549 §3543; •*»-

Nasa’I in <j/-Wn al-kubra, 4 :4 i7 §775i; *Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf,

7:60 §34I99-
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4/4. According to Abu Dharr J3,, the Prophet ^ narrated from Allah,

the Blessed and Exalted,

“O My servants! I have forbidden oppression for Myself and have

made it forbidden for you, so do not oppress one another. O My
servants! All of you are astray except those whom I have guided, so

seek guidance from Me and I shall guide you. O My servants! All of

you are hungry except those whom I have fed, so seek nourishment

from Me and I shall feed you. O My servants! All of you are naked

except those whom I have clothed, so seek clothing from Me and I

shall clothe you. O My servants! You sin by night and by day, and I

forgive all sins, so seek forgiveness from Me and I shall forgive you. O
My servants! You will never attain to harming so as to harm Me, and

you will never attain to benefitting so as to benefit Me. O My servants,

were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn

of you, to be as pious as the most pious heart of any one man of you,

that would not increase My kingdom a bit. O My servants, were the

4 Set forth by •Muslim in al-$ahlh: Bk.: al-Birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [Piety,

Familial Integration and Manners], Ch.: “The Prohibition of Oppression,”

4:1944 §2577; •al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan

:

Bk.: §ifat al-qiyama wa al-raqa'iq wa
al-wara c can Rasul Allah ^ [Description of the Resurrection, Heart Softeners

and the Scrupulousness of Allah’s Messenger 4:656 §2495; »Ibn Abl Shayba

in al-Mu$annaf
, 6:72 §29557; * cAbd al-ATa b. Mashar in Nuskhat Abt Mashar,

1:23 §1.
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first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn of you,

to be as corrupt as the most corrupt heart of any one man of you, that

would not decrease My kingdom a bit. O My servants! Were the first

of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn of you, to

stand on a single plain and ask of Me, and were I to grant everyone

what he asked, that would not decrease what I have, any more than

a needle decreases the sea if put into it [and then taken out]. O My

servants, it is but your deeds that I count for you and then recompense

you for, so let him who finds good praise Allah, and let him who finds

other than that blame no one but himself.”

Reported by Muslim, al-Tirmidhl and Ibn Abl Shayba.

According to al-Tirmidhl, “This is a. fine tradition.
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5/5. According to Abu Hurayra

“I heard the Prophet 0> say, ‘A servant committed a sin and jaid,

“O my Lord! I have committed a sin” or he said, ‘ I have erred, so

5 Set forth by ‘al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Bk.: al-Tawhid [Divine Unity], Ch.:

“The Words of Allah, Most High: iTbey want to replace the speech of Allah?,

6-2.72-5 §7068; ‘Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:405 §9M55
#al-Hakim in

al-Mustadrak, 4:170 §7608 (who said, “This is a rigorously authentic narration

that fulfills the conditions of al-Bukharl and Muslim.”); ‘al-Bayhaqi in al-

Sunan al-kubra, 10:188 §10553, •al-Arba'un al-sughra, 1:30 S.9 -
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forgive me.” His Lord said, “Does My servant know that he has a

Lord who forgives sins and seizes on that account? I forgive him.”

Then he refrained from sin until Allah willed. After some time, the

man committed another sin and said, “O my Lord! I have committed a

sin, (or I have erred,) so forgive me.” His Lord said, “Does My servant

know that he has a Lord who forgives sins and seizes on that account?

I forgive him.” He again abstained until Allah willed. After some
time, the man committed yet another sin and said, “O my Lord! I

have committed a sin, (or I have erred,) so forgive me.” His Lord said,

“Does My servant know that he has a Lord who forgives sins and
seizes on that account? I have forgiven My servant the third time as

well. So let him do what he likes.”’

Reported by al-Bukharl and Ahmad.
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6/6. According to Abu Hurayra Jl, the Prophet narrated from Allah,

“A servant committed a sin and said, ‘O Allah, forgive me my sin.’

6
Set forth by ‘Muslim in al-Sahth: Bk.: al-Tawba [The Repentance], Ch.:

“The Acceptance of Repenting from Sins,” 4:2111 §2758; ‘Ahmad b. Hanbal
in al-Musnad, 2:492 §10384; •Ibn Hibban in al-Sahth

, 2:392 §625; •Abu Yaf
la

in al-Musnad
, 11:408 §6534; •al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak

, 4:270 §7608 (who
said, “This is an authentic tradition conforming to the stipulation of the two
Shaykhs [i.e., al-Bukharl and Muslim])
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Allah said, ‘My servant committed a sin and knew that he had a

Lord who forgives sins and also calls him to account for sinning. (So

He forgives him.) That servant then committed another sin and said

‘O Allah, forgive me my sin.’ Allah said, ‘My servant committed

a sin and knew that he had a Lord who forgives sins and also calls

him to account for sinning.’ (So He forgives him.) That servant then

committed yet another sin and said, ‘O Allah, forgive me my sin.

Allah m said, ‘My servant committed a sin and knew that he had a

Lord who forgives sins and also calls him to account for sinning. (O

My servant,) do as you like, for I have forgiven you’.”
cAbd al-Ada [one

of the narrators] added, “I do not know if the statement ‘do as you

like’ was after the third or fourth time.

Reported by Muslim, Ahmad and Ibn Hibban.
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7/7. According to Abu Hurayra £, Allah’s Messenger& said,

“The two of the men who would enter the Hellfire would severely

scream therein. The Lord would say, ‘Take them out.’ When taken

out, Allah would ask them, ‘Why were your screams so severe?’ They

7 Set forth by •al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Bk.: Sifat jahannam ‘an Rasul Allah

£ [The Description of Jahannam as Told by Allah’s Messenger #], 4:714

§2599; #Ibn al-Mubarak in al-Musnad , 1:68 §m.
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would say, ‘We did that so You would have mercy upon us.’ Allah

would say, ‘My mercy for you both is that you return to your places in

the Hellfire and cast yourselves therein.’ Both of them would leave and
the first man would cast himself back into the Hellfire and He [Allah]

would make it a coolness and safety for him. The other one would
hesitate and would not cast himself back into the Hellfire. The Lord
would ask him, ‘What prevents you from casting yourself back into

Hellfire as your companion did?’ The man would say, ‘O my Lord! I

hope that You do not cause me to return to it after having taken me
out.’ The Lord would say to him, ‘Your hope shall be fulfilled,’ and
then both men would enter Paradise out of Allah’s mercy.”

Reported by al-Tirmidhl and Ibn al-Mubarak.
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8/8 According to Abu Dharr &, Allah’s Messenger £ said,

“Allah * said, *0 My servants! All of you are astray except those

whom I have guided, so seek guidance from Me. I shall guide you.

(O My servants!) All of you are impoverished except those whom

I have enriched, so seek provision from Me and I shall provide

you. (O My servants!) All of you are sinful except those whom I have

pardoned, so those of you who know that I am able to forgive shouM

seek My forgiveness and I shall forgive him and 1 will not care. (O My

servants,) were the first of you and the last of you the living of you and

the deceased of you, and the moist of you and the dry of you to be as

pious as the most pious heart of any servant among My servants, that

would not increase My kingdom the weight of a gnat s wing And we

the first of you and the last of you, the living of you and the deceased o

you, and the moist of you and the dry of you to be as wretched as the

most wretched heart of any servant among My servants that wouW

not decrease My kingdom the weight of a gnat’s wing And were the

first of you and the last of you, the living of you and the deceased

of you, and the moist of you and the dry of you to stand on a single

plain and ask of Me, and were I to grant everyone what he asked, t

would not decrease what I have any more than the sea is decrease 1

one of you passes by it and puts a needle into it an pu s it out. a

is because I am the Magnanimous and the Majestic and I do as wan .

My giving is but speech and My punishment is but speech. Whenever

I want something all I say to it, “Be” and it becomes
’”

Reported by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhl and Ibn Majah. According to

al-Tirmidhl, “This is a fine tradition.”
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8
Set forth by ‘Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:154 §2.i40 5^

in Bk, Sifat al-qiy*ma u,a al-raqa,q Wa

[The Description of the Resurrection, Heart Softeners an t e P

of Allah’s Messenger #], 4:656 §M95; -H® Ma.ah m al-Sunan: Bk.. al-Zuhd

[The Asceticism], Ch.: “Repentance,” 2:142-2- §42-57-
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f/9 . According to Anas b. Malik

“I heard Allah’s Messenger^ say, ‘Allah^ says, “O son of Adam!
As long as you call upon Me and have hope in Me, I shall forgive you
pcrnr sins; what sins are there in you, I will not care. O son of Adam! If

jwrr sins reached the furthest expanse of the skies, but you sought My
(forgiveness, I would forgive you and I would not care. O son of Adam!
IE you came to Me with the earth’s weight in sins but met Me having

mot associated any partner along with Me, I would come to you with

Ae earth’s weight in forgiveness.”’”

Reported by al-Tirmidhi, al-Tabaran! and Abu Nu'aym.
According to al-Tirmidhi, “This is a fine tradition.”
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* Set forth by •al-Tirmidhi in al-Sunan

:

Bk.: al-Da cawat can Rasul Allah

Ipncwocation from Allah’s Messenger ^], Ch.: “The Virtue of Repentance and
iirdkmg Forgiveness,” 5:548 §3540; •al-Tabarani in al-Mu cjam al-awsat , 4:315

#4505; •Abu Nu caym in Hilyat al-Awliya\ 2:231.
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io/io. According to Hudhayfa j&,

“I heard Allah’s Messenger 0> say, ‘When the Anti-Christ appears,

he will have fire and water with him. What the people will consider as

fire will be cold water, and what the people will consider as cold water

will be fire that will burn. If any of you encounters him, he should fa

in that which will appear to him as fire, for it will be fres co water

in reality.’ I also heard the Prophet £ say, ‘There was a man from

bygone people to whom the Angel of Death visited m order to seize his

soul. He was asked [after his soul was seized], “Did you ever perform

good deeds?” He replied, “I do not know.” He was then asked to think

about it more, after which he replied, “I do not know; however, I used

to trade with people in the world and deal leniently wit t em. wou

give respite to those of straitened means and forgive the debts of those

in dire straits.” Because of this, Allah allowed him to enter Paradise

I also heard the Prophet £ say, ‘Once there was a man in his death

throes who, after losing all hope of surviving, ordered ^family,

saying, “When I die, gather for me a large heap of wood and kindle

a fire under it. When it consumes my flesh and bones, take them and

crush them into a fine powder, and then wait for a windy day and cast

them over the sea.” And thus they did. When Allah recomposed him,

He asked, “Why did you do that?” The man replied, “It was for fear

of You.” So for that, Allah forgave him.’” ‘Uqba b. ‘Amir & added.

10
Set forth by •al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Bk.: al-Anbiya

1 [The Prophets

Ch • “What Has Been Mentioned About the Children of Israel, >

and in Bk.: al-Buy* [Trade], Ch.: “Giving Time to Someone who is Able to Pay

His Debt,” 1:731 SI97 1 -
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“I heard him [the Prophet 0\ say that this man was a grave-digger.”

Reproted by al-Bukharl.
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n/ii. According to Abu Sa
c

ld al-Khudrl the Prophet said,

“There was a man among the communities before you to whom
Allah had provided abundant wealth. As he was on his deathbed, he

called for his children and asked, ‘What kind of father have I been

toward you?’ They replied, ‘You have been the best father.’ He said,

‘I have never done any good deeds, so when I die, burn my corpse

and crush its remains and then scatter it on a windy day.’ They did

as he had asked and when Allah recomposed him, He asked, ‘What

motivated you to do that?’ The man replied, ‘You fear.’ Allah then

cloaked him in His mercy.”

Reported by al-Bukharl, Ahmad and Ibn Hibban.
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Set forth by •al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh

:

Bk.; al-Anbiya' [The Prophets $&],

Ch.: “The Narration of the Cave,” 3:1x82 §3291, and in Bk.: al-Riqaq [Heart

Softeners], Ch.: “Fearing Allah,” 5:2378 §6116; •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-

Musnad
, 3:69 §§11682,11753; *fbn Hibban in al-Sahlh

, 2:417 §649; *Abu

Yac
la in al-Musnad

? 2:314 §1047; •al-Tabaranl in al-Muqam al-kablr
, 19:423

§1026.
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12/12. According to Hudhayfa

“I heard the Prophet £ say, ‘There was a man who, when m the

throes of death and without hope of survival, called for his family and

ordered them, “After I die, gather for me a large heap of wood and

kindle a fire under it. When it consumes my flesh and bones, take t ern

and crush them into a fine powder and then wait for a hot or win y

day and cast them over the sea.” When Allah recomposed and raised

him, He asked, “Why did you do that?” The man replied. It was

merely for Your fear.” So Allah forgave him.’”

Reported by al-Bukharl and al-Bazzar.
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I3/I3 . According to Abu Hurayra A, the Allah’s Messenger * said.

Set forth by .al-Bukharl in al-Sahih

:

Bk.: al-Anbiya ’ [The Prophets =s&],

Ch. “The Narration of the Cave,” 3:2283 $3**

7:244 §2822; •al-Bayhaql in Shu (ab al-Tman , 5:430 §7160; an cite y

ajar in FatF aZ-Bari, 6:522 §32-94; •al-'Aynl in ‘Umdat al-qan, 16.62 §9743,

•Ibn Kathir in Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim, 3:583.

13 set forth by 'al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Bk.: al-Tawbid [Divine Oneness]

Ch • “The Words of Allah, Most High: iThey want to replace the speech of

Allah* ” 6:2725 §7067; •Muslim in al-Sahih: Bk.: al-Tawba [The Repentance],

Ch.: “The Vastness of Allah’s Mercy and That His Mercy Precedes His Anger,

4:2109 §2.756; •Malik in al-Muwatta , 1:2.40 §57°*
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“There was a man who did not perform any good deeds and upon

his deathbed, he ordered his family to take his body and burn it and

scatter half of its ash in the earth and the other half in the sea. He

swore by Allah, if Allah gets hold of him, He would punish him with

a punishment that none of the creation has received. [So his family

members did the same.] After this, Allah commanded the sea and the

earth to gather the scattered dust particles of his ash and then Allah

asked him, ‘Why did you do that?’ The man replied, ‘It was out of

Your fear, and You know best.’ So Allah forgave him.”

Agreed upon by al-Bukharl and Muslim.
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14/14. According to Abu Hurayra the Prophet ^ said,

“There was once a man who transgressed against his own soul

[spent a sinful life], and when he was in death throes he ordered his

children, ‘After I die, burn my corpse and turn it into a powder and

then scatter my remains in the wind in the sea, for I swear by Allah,

if my Lord gets hold of me, He will punish me in such a way that no

one has suffered before.’ And so his children did as he ordered. Allah

then instructed the earth, ‘Return that which you took of his dust

particles,’ and suddenly the man was recomposed. Allah asked him,

*4 Set forth by •Muslim in al-Sahih: Bk.: dl-Tawba [The Repentance], Ch.:

“The Vastness of Allah’s Mercy and That His Mercy Precedes His Wrath,”

4:2110 §2756; •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad
, 2:269 §7^35 ; *fbn Majah

in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Zuhd [The Renunciation], Ch.: “Repentance,” 2:1421

§4255;
#cAbd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 11:283 §20548.
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‘What motivated you to do what you did?’ The man replied, ‘It was for

fear of You, O Lord,’ or he said, ‘It was out of fearfulness for You.’ So

for that Allah forgave him.”

Reported by Muslim, Ahmad, Ibn Majah and ‘Abd al-Razzaq.

41 U ^ajiJl JJ : jli 41 <J j!
jJj, oJys>

(_s
_jl 0 / \ 0

f

'jA J2I3 Li r^a 4I1I La ^3 L$3l pio jJj Jj>~l Oc Li AjjjLxJl

* -f
. Jb>-I AIL>-

A^Ij olJJ

15/15 . According to Abu Hurayra J*,, Allah’s Messenger said,

“If the believers truly knew Allah’s punishment, no one would hope

of attaining to His Paradise, and if the disbelievers truly knew Allah’s

mercy, no one would despair of attaining to His Paradise.”

Reported by Muslim, Ahmad and al-Tirmidhl.
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“The Vastness of Allah’s Mercy and That His Mercy Precedes His Wrath,”

4:2109 §2755; •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad
, 2:334 §8396; •al-Tirmidhl

in al-Sunan

:

Bk.: al-Da'awat can Rasul Allah 0. [Invocations from Allah’s

Messenger J&], Ch.: “Allah Created One Hundred Mercies,” 5:549 §3542.;

•Abu Ya la in al-Musnad
, 11:392 §6507; •al-Daylaml in Musnad al-firdaws ,

3:349 $5056; •al-Qurashl i Husn al-zann billah
, 1:29 §19.


